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17  December  1S52 

KS^OSAIJEUti  TO:  .Assistant  Director/  3c ientii'ic  Intelligence  * 

FROM  :  Chief,  Physics  find  Electronics  Division,  SI 

SUBJECT  :  .  Current  Status  of  Unidentified  Flying  Objects 

(UFC3)  Project. - 


1 .  accordance  vith  the  verbal  request  ov^Kr.  Trent ^E'.tcc/v>I , 
on  3o"-*ovc^er,  Ih.e  follovlr.3  rcsu.n3  of  the  cerro-^statur^^idenU- 
Tied  flying  objects  activities  has  been  prepared. 

2.  P2-3  Division  assumed  responsibility  for  the  Ool  project  on 
unidentified  flying  objects  es  a  result  of  your  x.eaomndun  of 

£7  fhy  lc53»  The  project  has  been  confined  to  a^intaining  awareness 
of  the  activities  of  other  agencies  (notably  the  U3AF)  in  the 
unidentified  flying  objects  business  and  to  nnlntennn.ee  of  files. 

3 .  Status  of  Dennru-er.--  of  Defense  Activities.  ^ _ 


a.  Atu  Force.  The  Air  Force  continues  to  r-aiatala,  but  vith 

accarently  decreasing  emphasis,  its  interest  in  be  Oil’s  .  The  present - 

interest  of  the  Directorate- of  Intelligence,  Hq.,  U3AF,  is  confined  to 
a  cursory  cognizance  of  ATIC's  project  (Bluecco.t  ho.  1007o)»  At  ATIC 
■  the  fo "set  is  carried  by  one  officer  (Cs.pt.  Charles  A.  Hardin),  one 
eirui-i  (I/lC  Max  C.  Futch),- end  a  socreturyJopemting  p.s -the  Aerial 

s^^ticn  cT  trf.c  tt*Dr»iC5  Brdnchj  Tccltnicsl  ABSJLyGis  Dlv i o Zo;\ ■ 
la* suite” of  this  limited  staff,  ns  veil  as  several  cba&ges  of  project 
Ci'f  ;1  >?■  t.'r.s  D^o ieet  records  cotear  to  be  up-to-dr.te.  ATIC  personnel 
no  icr.ee r  conduct' field  invest! Rations  of  1*03  sightings  (these  ere 
reouented  free  V3AF  intelligence  officers  ^primrily  Air  Deionse 
Co^e.d  and  Airways  aM  Air  Ccr.mnicntJ.0n3  Service/!  nearer  to  the 
siW.tir.cs  j,  but  confine  their  activities  to  receiving  and  checking 
resorts  as  received,  requesting  additional  field  investigation  wscre 
necessary,  performing  necessary  checking  against  irateorological, 
astroncrical,  aircraft  end  balloon  date.,  and  recording  their  iindin^n 
and  conclusions  in  a  cross -re fore need  system  by  date,  location,  source, 
tyre  cf'cbserWtica  sal  conclusion  drawn.  The  Aerial  pjwaoseto  Section 
also  deals  directly  vith  the  public  Information  Office  of  iiq.,  U3AF , 
regard  inn  information  for  public  release.  For  about  the  past  year,  .  .  •• 
•  eporoxirately  ten  percent  of  the  reported  sightings  have  been  tagged 

ns  unsolved.  .  . 

Of  particular  interest  is  the  .act  snr.r.  a'i'IC  is  in  v-r.-e 
pr-o^^'s  of  transferring  project  Blue 000k  to  1:0 • ,  Air  Deiense  Cor. ".and . 
According  to  U.  Col.  Harry  Johns tea,  Chief,  Electronics  Branch,  the 
reason  for  ths  transfer  was  that  tCC  lad  teen  doing  r.ost  of  the 
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SUBJECT 


•  Current  Status  of  Unidentified  Flying  Objects 
(UFC3)  Project. 


1.  ia  accordance  with  the  verbal  request  o^Hr »  Erc^^^Exec/3I> 

on  3o”iroveiber,  the  follovir.3  resume  of  the  cerrontrstatuFo?  unidenti¬ 
fied  flying  objects  activities  has  been  prepared.  .  •  ■ , 

2,  Pi-3  Division  cosuscd  responsibility  for  the  031  project  on 

unidentified  fly! ns  objects  as  a  result  of  your  reaorandu-  of  • 

XC53 .  jp,3  project;-  has  been  confined  to  ^^intainvG^  awareness 
of  the  activities  of  other  areacies  (notably  the  U3AF )  in  the 
unidentified  flying  objects  business  and  to  nainteaar.ee  of  files. 

3 •  Status  of  Dnnaraaer.~,  of  Defence  Activities.  -■  _____ 

.  _  * 

a.  Ala*  Force.  Tbb^Air  Fbfce'eoritlnues  to  rjaiatala,  but  vith 
apparently  decreasing  erphasis,  its  interest  in  Ur 03 1 s .  The  present 
interest  of  the  Directorate  of  Intelligence,^.,  U3AF,  is  confined  to_ 
a  cursory  cognizance  of  ATIC*s  project  (Bluecco.;  h’o.  1007a)*  At  ATIC  — 
the  project  is  carried  by  one  officer  (Capt.  Charles  A.  Hardin),  one 
eirair-  (a/1C  Max  C.  Futch),  and  a  secretary  operating  r.s  the  Aerial 
^,>*1... gft.-tion  of  the  Electronics  Branch,  Technical  Analysis  Division 
In” suite  of  this  limited  staff,  as  veil  as  several  changes ."of  project 
*va  ^ro  i-ss  t  records  cut  ear  to  be  up-to-date.  ATIC  personnel 
no  Icr.ter  conduct” field  investigations  of  UF03  s Irhtings  (these  aro 
recuestod  froa  U3AF’  intellips^Of ficers  ^Tpriicarlly  Air  Dcfonse  • 
Convv.d  end  Airwavs  end  Air  Cdrsunicntioas  Service^  nearer  to  the 
sichti-rs),  but  confine  their. activities  to  receiving  and  checkins 
resorts  as  received,  requesting  additional  field  investigation  -hero 
necosse.rv,  performing  necessary  checking  against  iteteorological, 
astronomical,  aircraft  end  balloon  data,  ard^cordiugf  t’r.eir  findir.tn 

v-ior.3' in  a.  cross-referenced  system  by  date,  location,  source, 
tyre  of  observation  and  conclusion  dra’.«~n.  The  Aerial  P/senon-ena  Section 
Glso  ceels  directly  vith  the  Public  Indorsation 1  Office  of  iiq.,  V3AF, 

■  re"'iT*d* '  r  la  format  ion  for  public  release .  Format  out  the  past  year,  .  -* 
'  eperoxinlteiy  te^rpercent  of the  reported^i|ht lugs  have  been  tagged 

{\G  UHC^iVcCit - — ^ — - , - ^ - — -  ------  •  --  • 

qp  t-  ~  n  o i*  1  r»  >*  C  x  G  X»if  ^  a  CIC  C  X- uri C*  Mi.  XC  is  XU.  viV* 

process  of  trinsfcrMnz  project  P.luebook  to  Ha.,  Air  Defense  Co-mad. 
Accords  to  Lt.ColT^ harry  Johnston,  Chief,  Electronics  Branch,  tnc 
reason  fo-  the  transfer  was  that  ACC  had  been  doing  r.ost  of  the 
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Invcatlratlvc  verb  ©C  the  project  and  "If  it  turns  out  that  those 
things  (us'03's)  arc  space  ships  or  long  range  axrcmrt  frox  another 
co*’-.t»-y,  AEC  is  the  (Air  Force)  CorjeaaA  that  vould  have  to  t— s 
col.  JchKtim  foU«k  this  cSEOjt  Via  tha  *«**»!, 
contradictory  statement  that  the  project  transfer  did  not  reflect 
&ny  ch»n*e  in  Air  Force  noV.cy.  It  is  undoubtedly  trie  that  A Ed 
is  the  Air  Force  Cos-and  primarily  c  once  reed  v:th  UFOB’s  et  the 
r.r-3-nt'  Moo  -n  that  their  interceptors  are  occasionally  dispatched 
"er-’nst"  -ecorted  UFOD's  and  that  their  reporting  stations  and 
cotmnicalions  oysters  are  involved  is  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  i,“C3  activity,  ATIC  -vi  11  maintain  liaison  with,  the  project. 


Approximately  a  year  and  one  half  agojjiTIC  initiated  a- 
^^-*3 -*  to  p'-Tchis^  cs.’^nis  Cot  scl^c ACC  ra^ar  slv^3  AAC3 
control  lovers  in  locattonsvhore  consistent  UF03  reports  vere  .. 
y^.;o  ved  _i  a  the  hopes  of  pho’.  oomph  log  UFCB's .  One  lens  of  the 
caosra  (a  stereoscopic  typi)  was  to  ha  covered  with  a  sisple  gratlp® 
to  record  the  seecircgrsphic  nature  of  the  UFCB  photographed, 
hundred  "V!.deon,‘  35  z~r..  caroms  with  "sterqon"  anas tipcat  f  3*5  leasee 
v©>*3  -a  jrchased  alone  vith  100  £ratit?,3  (15 >000  line)  fros  C^CO, 
Chicago.  Bevdaty^ f o^r  (7 vsre  di s  tribute! *K yr.gty  poreeqt 
of  the  gratings  have  **fone  bad" --the  cc tual  grating  separating;  *•  roo — 
the  plastic  mounting  plates.  Novi  gratings,  a  re  expected  shortly  and 
ATIC  expects  to  recall  all  of  the  ^  distributed  Claras  and  re- 


c q« Ip  then  -./ith  the  saw  gratingly 


Gsvsril  iiontts  ejo  vc  vere  fldvisid  that  avIC  planned  to  — 
set  up  a  concen-.rated  instrunerdatioa  observational  effort  ia  the  .  -  r 
•  Albuquerque  cr-es . This  has  now  been  dropped-  - .  .  - Q}{ 

C Project  S?0?:^3?.C^i') has beeaprepariny, at  ATIC  Teqdest:  ^  ' 
a  CO-r^MsT^TOMsvlcal  report  on  UFC3  sightings  during  the 
period  lv^7  "hro  -.gh  1=52.  This  study  is  now  expected  to  be  completed 

by  It  Dece-ber  1933*  .  :  "  . 

.  ■  ■  «  -  * 

ATIC  issues  stv/us  reports  on  Project  Bluebook  ca  a  tri-monthly 
basis  the  cost  recent  being  lUport  Ko.  33  30  September  1933*  .  * 

. 

b.  Mauy.  The  TJavy  .in  spUc  of  press  reports  to  the  . 
contrary',  is  presently  devoting  only  part  of  one  Clil  analyst's 

tine  to  r-eintsin’ng  cognizance  of  UFCB's^ .  '  *  . •  . . 

c.  The  Anry  has  evidenced  little  or  no  interest  in 

VF0.VS. other  tk^TcooperaMnr;  vith  thcAir  Force  In  reporting  sightings 
and  rort’ne.at  data  using  the  Air  Force  format.  •  *.  ■  «.  *-  .••  * 

v  *  •  *  .  ••  "  m 
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Invest irations  or  Interests  of  Foreign  Governments. 


'  37  C*5;sr.  _* Aside  fro»_a-  fov  scattered  reyort^jeosily  old, 

vfcieh  indicnto'Tiuerest  in  UFCB's  Up  individuals  or  groups, 
t>,ere  is  no  inforrac-ion  of  concern  or  inquiries  of  consequence  in 
.other  foreign  countries.  ..  . 

•  V  •  • 

57  Results  cf  031  Panel  Feco~cnd?nions._  The  consultants  vho 
=  in  January  1953  roeoK^nded  that  UFOB’s  he  .. 

strir-c-ai  of  special  sta tu,s  and  aura  of ~cys  tery  cod  that  policies  on 
intelligence,  training  and  publicleducation  pertinent  to  true 

of  hostile  intent  or  action  he  prepared.  The  definite 

*  — _  -  .  .  i.  .  -  Vs-T  a. nr»co  if.co 


drop  in  the  q=— her  of ' "sifhiihea^  reported  during  1933  over  1952 
co-’ld  he  attributed  to  cctions  follouing^  these  recor.-.sniations.  Tvo 

•  ..  -  ..........  -  -  A  -  *_  „  .  A  Vi*  *  'Via.*!  A  a  a  till*  i 


CO* :ic,  cc  a;;r.3..;vi  wy  wv.tun  — — - —  —  — —  - 

recent  bcjfcs  (‘Flying  Saucers  Frost  Cuter  ■Spice1'  by  Key  hoe  and  ‘'Flying 
Saucers  p&va  Landed “by  Leslie and  Adarriefei)  take  full  advantage  of  • - 
“of-'ic^aV"  X'.'O?  recorts  released  by  the  Air  Force  to  develop  a  central 
tho-c  k>*t  U'OS’s  fire  exir?.t err es trial  in  origin.  Fortunately,  the 
la  sta -'book  :&  so  nonsensical  and  obviously  fraudulent  that  it  ray 
octr.Ha  help  C-.ln  Covni  publication.  These  books  do,  hoover, 
illustrate  tl-e  rsk  taken  by  tbs  present  policy.  There  are  no  other 
os  yet  arcs  rent  res  ••Its  of  these  reco.r.i?en’lations. 


)  Tone?] 


